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ODDS AND ENDS
THE ENGLISH SHARE IN PHYSICAL SCIENCE

AN ARTICLE IN THE EVENING NEWS, JULY 20, 1928

IN a recent lecture to a centenary assembly at the
Institution of Civil Engineers,1 I had occasion
to review the progress of physical science during
the past hundred years, so far as it bore on engineering,
I pointed out that in this field we advance in two ways.
As the outlook of mankind becomes more systematically
scientific there is a steady modifying pressure which
incidentally improves the processes of the engineer,
But besides that, there is from time to time the birth
of a new idea. The scientific intuition of some man of
genius causes a break away from former tradition and
habit. A fresh method, such as the Bessemer process of
making steel, or a novel appliance such as the steam
turbine, comes into being, wholly different from what
.has been in use before. This occurs unexpectedly, like
what biologists call a sport. Thereafter the current of
steady progress follows a changed course. The same
distinction holds in the history of science itself as well
as in its applications. A Newton, a Dalton, a Faraday,
a Clerk Maxwell, a J. J. Thomson turns the stream of
discovery into a channel where it irrigates some pre-
viously infertile soil, just as a Watt or a Parsons gives

1 See page 29 of this volume.
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